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Industrial Emissions 
 
Prevention and control of industrial emissions 
 
Industrial activities play an important role in the economic well-being of Europe contributing to  
sustainable growth but can also have a significant impact on the environment. 
The largest industrial installations account for a considerable share of total emissions of key atmospheric 
pollutants and also have other important environmental impacts, including emissions to water and soil, 
generation of waste and the use of energy.  
Environmental impacts of industrial installations have therefore been subject to EU-wide legislation for 
some time. The following main pieces of legislation currently apply: 

• Directive 2010/75/EU on industrial emissions (IED): This establishes the main principles for permitting 
and control of large industrial installations based on an integrated approach and the application of best 
available techniques (BAT). BAT is the most effective techniques to achieve a high level of environmental 
protection, taking into account the costs and benefits.  

• Directive (EU) 2015/2193 on medium combustion plants (MCPD):  
The MCPD regulates emissions of sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides and dust from the combustion of fuels  
in plants with a rated thermal input between 1 and 50 MW thermal.  

• Directive 1994/63/EC and Directive 2009/126/EC on petrol storage & distribution:  
These related directives reduce volatile organic compound emissions to the atmosphere by imposing 
measures on storage and distribution of petrol.  

• Regulation 166/2006 on the European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register:  
This register gives public access to detailed information on the emissions and the off-site transfers of 
pollutants and waste from around 30 000 industrial facilities.  

 

https://circabc.europa.eu/sd/a/c4bb7fee-46df-4f96-b015-977f1cca2093/Contribution of Industry to EU Pollutant Emissions-AMEC Final Report 13298i5.pdf
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Successes in reducing industrial emissions 
Specific case studies provide evidence of progress towards cleaner industry  
and improved environmental quality.  



BREFs and BAT conclusions 
Best Available Techniques (BAT) are identified through an exchange of information with experts from 
Member States, industry and environmental organisations.  
This process results in BAT Reference documents (BREFs).  
BREFs contain BAT conclusions which are adopted by the Commission as Implementing Decisions. 
All finalised BREFs and adopted BAT conclusions can be found at this link: BREFs and BAT conclusions 

https://eippcb.jrc.ec.europa.eu/reference/


























Air pollution control, the techniques employed to reduce or eliminate the emission into the atmosphere of 
substances that can harm the environment or human health. The control of air pollution is one of the 
principal areas of pollution control, along with wastewater treatment, solid-waste management, and 
hazardous-waste management.  
Control of particulates - Airborne particles can be removed from a polluted airstream by a variety of physical processes. 
Common types of equipment for collecting fine particulates include cyclones, scrubbers, electrostatic precipitators, and 
baghouse filters. Once collected, particulates adhere to each other, forming agglomerates that can readily be removed from 
the equipment and disposed of, usually in a landfill. 

 

cyclone collector, for removing relatively 
coarse particulates from the air. Small 

cyclone devices are often installed to control 
pollution from mobile sources. 

electrostatic precipitator, a common particle-collection device at fossil-fuel power-
generating stations. 

https://www.britannica.com/science/atmosphere
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/environment
https://www.britannica.com/science/air-pollution
https://www.britannica.com/technology/pollution-control
https://www.britannica.com/technology/wastewater-treatment
https://www.britannica.com/technology/solid-waste-management
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https://www.britannica.com/technology/hazardous-waste-management
https://www.britannica.com/science/particulate
https://www.britannica.com/technology/sanitary-landfill








Data on industrial emissions 
 
Information is published annually on emissions 
from large industrial facilities.  
This Europe-wide register provides easily 
accessible environmental data on industrial 
facilities in European Union Member States as 
well as Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway. 
For each facility information is provided  
on the pollutant releases to air, water and land 
as well as off-site transfers of waste for  
the year 2007 onwards.  
Some information on releases from diffuse sources is also 
available.  

 
To access this information go to the 
 European Pollutant Release and Transfer 
Register (E-PRTR). 
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